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Introduction 
 
In 2012 the leadership of North Boulevard adopted a singular mission—to ask God to use us towards a 
world-wide spiritual awakening that gives every single person a chance to hear the Good News of Jesus 
before He returns. We called this our “2020 Vision” because we wanted the vision to have 2020 clarity 
and because we wanted God to transform us by 
the year 2020.  
 
To be honest, we didn’t really understand all that 
would be necessary for the fulfillment of the 2020 
Vision, but we believed that if we were willing to 
trust God and walk by faith, He would direct our 
paths. We determined that we would become a disciple-making church whatever the cost and 

regardless of our weaknesses. And so we launched our 2020 
Vision with little more than faith, trust, and determination. 
 
Seven years have gone since we first announced the vision, 
and it’s been more than six years since the initial fund-raiser. 
With the year 2020 just around the corner, I am writing this 
document to give you a final set of reflections on the vision we 
launched so many years ago. The 2020 campaign is now 
complete. From now on the strategies of the 2020 Vision are 
just who we are. From now on we no longer have a 2020 
Vision. Now we simply live the vision. We are a multi-ethnic, 
disciple-making, church-planting, Christian-thinking, prayer-
filled, world-wide church seeking to make disciples of all 
nations. Now it’s just who we are. 

 
As I write these reflections, first let me say to you that these past seven years have been the best years 
of my ministry—they have been both exhausting and exhilirating. God has shown me many miracles 
through you, and He has proven His faithfulness over and over again. I want to thank you for allowing 
me to be part of the amazing thing God has been doing at NB. I love you. I love my church. 
 
Second, let me confess that this document is rather long (as several of my proof-readers pointed out). I 
am trying to be thorough here, so I am including a 
lot of information. If you skim the early parts of 
this document, don’t miss the last third—there is 
a lot there you probably don’t know. God has 
been very generous to us. I want you to know 
about this generosity. 
 
And I want you to see four themes that have 
been at work throughout the implementation of 
our vision. I list them in no particular order. 
 

• Faith before knowledge. We stepped out 
in faith with the 2020 Vision. Many of you 

We determined that we would 
become a disciple-making church, 
whatever the cost and regardless of 
our weaknesses. 

On March 24, 2013, North Boulevard members 
pledged over $5.9M to launch the 2020 Vision. Over 
the next few weeks, that number climbed to $6.1M. 
Joe Wakham led the campaign that reversed the 
original amount from $1.6 to $6.1M. 

Since the launch of the 2020 Vision, NB has baptized more than 
600 people. The baptism wall behind the East campus baptistry 
displays baptismal gratitude in many languages. 
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gave generously to a vision that had no solid blueprints, no clear paths, and no experts in 
charge. But you trusted that God would do a big thing with your sacrifice. He has. We have lived 
Joshua 1:9: “Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you 
wherever you go.” 
 

• Learn by doing. None of the leaders at North Boulevard had ever done the things for which we 
prayed, and so we had to make a decision early on: either we could take several years and try to 
learn how to accomplish the vision, or we could learn by doing. We chose the latter because we 
believe the Gospel demands urgency. Trusting that God would give us on the job training, we 
made the road by walking. 

 

• Praise God for the results. We believed that if 
we stepped out in faith, God would respond: we 
plant and we water—but God gives the increase (1 
Cor. 3:6). Over the last seven years, some have told 
me that I have not kept the church up to date on all 
that has happened. It’s true. I have often shied 
away from telling you about all that is happening at 

North Boulevard, lest you think that I’m bragging on you, the elders, the staff, or myself. But in 
this document, I want to tell you many of the things God has done, and I ask you not to think I 
am bragging on NB at all. I am only praising God for the many things I have seen the last seven 
years. All glory goes to God, and we will not try to take any of His glory for ourselves.  

 

• The decision will always be yours. The 2020 Vision was more than just a set of initiatives. It was a 
personal invitation for you to join in a world-wide spiritual revival. We invited you—you who are 
reading this—to embrace the vision with 
your heart and hands. We invited you to join 
us in multiple prayer events. We invited you 
to become a world-class disciple-maker. We 
invited you to help plant churches. We 
invited you to learn how to think Christianly. 
We invited you to reach lost persons across 
the planet. We invited you to build multi-
ethnic relationships. Many of you not only 
gave to the vision, but you actually changed 
how you live to become part of it. I want to 
thank you for being so generous towards this 
vision. And I want to thank the hundreds of 
you who joined in carrying out the hard work 
of the vision in your daily lives.  
 
But, to be honest, others of you still haven’t personally caught the Spirit of the vision. Please 
know that until you embrace the vision in your personal life, you will never feel like it is yours. 
Those who dug deeply into the vision are excited about what God has done. For those of you 
who never dug deeply into the vision with your daily lives, the vision probably seems remote 
(and you may be asking, “Where did all that money go?”). We invite you to come out of the 
bleachers and onto the playing field. But the decision is yours to make about whether you 
become what the vision describes. Consider this your invitation to play the game! 

There has been a lot to praise God for. At our 2014 Easter 
celebration, 8,000 people showed up! 

We are a multi-ethnic, disciple-
making, church-planting, Christian-
thinking, prayer-filled, world-wide 
church seeking to make disciples of 
all nations. Now it’s just who we are. 
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The Context of the 2020 Vision 
 
When we launched the 2020 Vision there was a sense of urgency. Many of us had been seeing 
disturbing signs that American Christianity is in deep trouble. So the vision was crafted to respond to at 
least four major challenges that we believed threatened the work of God. All of these are still threats. 
The vision constitutes our declaration that the 
Christian faith handed us by our God and our 
ancestors will not go down as long as we have breath. 
Not on our watch. So here are the urgent problems 
that drove us to launch our vision. 
 

• The paganization of North America. We 
recognized that there is a mass exodus 
occurring in the churches of North America, 
and pagan values are quickly spreading in 
America—exhibited in such things as abortion, 
sexual sin, greed, racial divisiveness, unbelief, 
crime, violence, and the like. We Christians 
are losing our influence and are even 
beginning to be silenced, bullied, and 
harassed in our own nation. The percentage 
of those who consider themselves Christian in 
America is in decline, and virulent forms of unbelief are popping up everywhere. 
 

• Sub-biblical forms of Christianity. We awoke to discover that many Christians and entire 
churches are drifting into progressive Christianity that has a low view of the Bible and challenges 
core teachings of the Christian faith. Progressivism is leading to the death of mainline 

denominations, and in the last twenty years it has begun 
to attract many former Bible-believing Christians. Once 
progressivism becomes a major influence in the life of a 
Christian, a church, or a fellowship, it usually leads to a 
departure from Jesus in general. Progressivism is making 
major inroads into the Christian faith today. North 
Boulevard launched the 2020 Vision in part to stand for 
biblical truth and against biblical compromise. 

 

• The decline of the churches of Christ (and other 
fellowships). Every six days in North America, a church of 

American churches of Christ once aggressively planted 
churches. In the last several decades, however, we have seen 
a drastic drop in the number of new churches. 

Every six days in America, a church 
of Christ closes its doors forever—the 
equivalent of one North Boulevard 
goes out of business every single 
month in the U.S. 

An early church of Christ movement in Scotland, 
founded by John Glas and sometimes called 
"Glasite" churches, lasted 250 years before 
completely disappearing in 1999. This is all that 
remains … a lonely sign from its last building. The 
2020 Vision was launched to say of the declining 
church in our time, “Not on our watch!” 
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Christ closes its doors forever. Indeed, the decline of the churches of Christ is accelerating. Over 
the last three years, our fellowship has lost over 2,000 members per month—the equivalent of 
one North Boulevard dies every single month in America. One recent study indicates that 55% of 
our congregations average 34 per Sunday. Further, at our current rate of decline and by 
calculating the age of the average member, we can see that by the year 2050 the number of 
churches of Christ in America will drop from 12,237 to 2,800—an 80% decline.1 North Boulevard 
is not okay with this trend. 

 

• A lack of disciple-making among our own members. North Boulevard is full of great members, 
but a large number of our members have 
never brought anyone to Jesus, and many 
of us have never learned to make disciples 
as Jesus taught us to do (Matt. 28:18-20). 
We have been better at making church 
members than at making full-fledged 
disciples. This means that even North 
Boulevard has been somewhat out of step 
with the great commission Jesus gave us. 
Be honest: many of our own children have 
left the faith. We have done well at lots of 
things, but we have not made disciple-
making the main thing. If we are to 
survive as the people of God, this must 
change. 

 

North Boulevard in 2012 
 
In 2012 we were in need of a new direction. Our number of baptisms was relatively low—we only 
baptized 7 people in 2007; 20 in 2009, and 49 in 2012. Often we failed to reach budget. There were 
times when we had less than one week’s worth of cash in our checking account. Without going into too 
much detail, times were hard enough that on at 
least one occasion the elders took up a special 
contribution amongst themselves to make payroll. 
Additionally, we owed $2.746M on our building, 
and the finance committee was urging the elders to 
do a fund raiser to pay off the debt before a 
scheduled refinance raised our interest rate. And 
many of us were discouraged. 
 
North Boulevard was hungry for a new direction 
that would position us in the middle of the big thing 
God is doing world-wide—making disciples of all 
nations. This was the context for the 2020 Vision. 
 

 

The American church has often settled for merely making church members, 
but Jesus calls us to make disciples. What is the difference? 

North Boulevard began in a converted barn in 1947. Our first 
off-site campus also started in an agricultural "barn." 
Marguerite Grandstaff was present for the first day of both. 
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Launch of the 2020 Vision 
 
In May of 2012, the elders unanimously approved the 2020 Vision. They assigned me (dmy) the job of 
overseeing the vision. But we needed significant capital in order to launch the vision. So the elders 
appointed Joe Wakham to raise funds for the 2020 Vision. Joe became the campaign chairperson (for no 
pay). He quickly hired Renée Sproles as the campaign coordinator. Joe, Renée, and many NB volunteers 
worked to put together the fund-raising campaign, which we estimated would need $1.6M for three 
years of the vision.  
 
Immediately upon approving the vision, the finance committee convinced us that we needed to include 
the mortgage cost in the fund-raiser. Hence, the number rose to $3.6M for three years (the amount 
needed if we also added three years of fifth Sundays to the mortgage payments). After three years, we 
would re-evaluate the vision and attempt to roll its costs into the general operating budget, perhaps 
using the fifth Sundays for the vision from 2016 forward. Keep in mind that we weren’t really sure of 
what the vision might cost, so these were general numbers. We were largely trusting that God would 
provide if we stepped out in faith.  
 
We committed to a three-year capital campaign, with commitment Sunday on March 24, 2013. We 
would re-evaluate the vision after three years and consider how to fund its various strategies when 2016 
arrived. 
 

The Heart of the 2020 Vision 
 
The heart of the 2020 Vision was the prayer that God would use our small strategies to make us part of a 

great, world-wide spiritual awakening that gives every 
single person a chance to say “yes” to Jesus. This is still 
our aim as a church, and it’s not going to change. We 
don’t get to pick our vision. God has already done that. 
Here it is in Matthew’s Gospel: “Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age” (Matt. 28:19-20). 
 
In addition to paying off our debt, we developed six 
strategies we thought would propel us towards this 
vision. Here I list the strategies. 
 

1. We would make disciple-making the main thing. Jesus calls us to make disciples; everything we do as a 
congregation should be aligned with this mission. This doesn’t mean that we should do nothing else, 
but it does mean that all we do ought to be done in order to help people become full-fledged 
disciples of Jesus.  

 
2. We would plant churches around the world. Since the church is the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:27), the 

bride of Christ (Eph. 5:25-27), the family of God (1 Tim. 3:15), the temple of the Spirit (1 Cor. 3:16), 

We must relearn how to think like Christians in this 
increasingly paganized age. In 2014 author of The Case 
for Christ, Lee Strobel, spoke of how to think Christianly 
before a crowd of 2,000 in one of our first School of 
Christian Thought events. 
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and the pillar and ground of the truth (1 Tim. 3:15), we asked God to lead us to plant 60,000 
churches in the next 50 years. We had no idea how to do this. None of the leaders had ever planted 
a single church. We knew that, were this strategy to succeed, it would be the work of God alone. 

 
3. We would commit to becoming a multi-ethnic church. We want 

to be a church where every nation, tribe, people and language 
belong. Since our world consists of many ethnicities, and since 
racial sins have plagued the earth for generations, we want to 
be deliberate in welcoming all ethnicities into North 
Boulevard. Our theme verse is Revelation 7:9: “After this I 
looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no 
one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and 
language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb.” 

 
4. We would establish a School of Christian Thought. We want to 

teach people to think like Christians in a world that is 
increasingly pagan and unchristian. We want to learn how to 
think Christianly about family, work, ethics, values, our bodies, our entertainment—in short, about 

everything we do. As the Apostle Paul says, “We 
demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself 
up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive 
every thought to make it obedient to Christ” (2 Cor. 
10:5). 
 
5. We would launch a television program to rally others 
to the cause. Realizing that North Boulevard cannot do 
all that we want to do by ourselves, we wanted a 
television program to rally other churches to the global 
cause we were undertaking. We would push out a 
message that influences others to join us in a world-wide 
revival using television and other forms of media.  
 

6. We would adopt our widows and ask them to lead us to becoming a prayer-filled church. Because only 
God can bring about a true revival, we would ask our widows to lead North Boulevard in a prayer 
ministry, begging God to bring about His will across the world and to use North Boulevard as part of 
His mission. We would become, once and for all, a house of prayer (Matt. 21:13). 

 
[7.] Pay off the debt. Though not an itemized strategy for the ongoing vision, we wanted to pay off the 

mortgage on the building to free us from debt and to release us from a rate increase on our horizon. 
 

The Fund-raiser for the 2020 Vision 
 
Leading up to vision Sunday, we had lots and lots of meetings. Several lead donors agreed to give 
significant amounts of money. A large team of committed members met with scores of small groups to 
describe the vision. We had daily devotionals, prayer meetings, and sermons about the vision. Brochures 
describing the vision were circulated, and a fantastic video was shown round the church to stir our 
hearts. In early 2013, the congregation appeared to be perched on something big. 

NB members made substantial and creative 
sacrifices for the vision, including Ellie 
Stephens, who sold numerous cookies and 
gave the money to the vision. 

Unless we first become a prayer movement, we will never 
be a disciple-making movement. Here the NB elders lay 
hand on, anoint, and pray over one of our members. 
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Commitment Sunday was March 24, 2013. It was a powerful day. Millions of dollars were committed to 
the vision. People pledged portions of their salaries. Families skipped meals. Bake sales and yard sales 
were held, and even an artist or two sold artwork and donated the money to the vision. Two different 
couples sold their wedding rings and gave to the cause. One 
young man gave half the money he was saving for his first 
car. More than 500 families made commitments of some 
sort, bringing us to our total pledge. 
 
Some of the pledges came in after commitment Sunday. 
Other pledges were only word-of-mouth or were unclear to 
us. And so, at the end of a couple of weeks, the best 
estimate on what was pledged was $6.1M—inversing the 
original amount we thought we would need from $1.6 to 
$6.1. God had performed a miracle, even if all the pledges 
would not materialize.  
 
Over the next three years, most people gave the full 
amount pledged, and many gave even more than they had 
pledged. A few pledges did not materialize, however, and 
some had been over-promised or perhaps misunderstood. And so, not including subsequent fifth-
Sunday contributions (which were also used towards the vision) the total given for the 2020 vision 
fundraiser was $4,565,114 (about 75% of the pledges). An additional $1,528,513 was collected through 

fifth Sundays after March 24, 2013 and through December 1, 
2019. This represents a powerful testimony from you about 
the need to be part of something big. And it has encouraged 
scores of other churches to think big, too. 
 
Indeed, the amount of money given plus the fifth-Sunday 
contributions have allowed us to pay off the debt and to 
operate the vision for six years rather than three. We have 
had periodic evaluations of the vision, but we did not have 
to adjust the vision in 2016 as we had expected to do. It was 
only this year that we have begun to finalize the vision. And 
it is the opinion of the leadership at NB that the vision 
should continue—but no longer as a separate item. From 

this point forward, the vision is rolled into the general operating funds. It is, from this point forward, just 
who we are. 
 
A financial summary is attached to the end of this 
document to show you how the money was spent. 
More details are available from the staff, if you have 
specific questions. 
 

 
 

The New Day TV program has run for five years and is 
seen in 70+ nations online. A group of Koreans have 
translated some of the program into Korean and 
rebroadcast it on the internet. 

Renée Sproles remained on staff, eventually working 
with me to coordinate the 2020 Vision. In 2018 she 
published her book On Gender. Here she speaks at the 
first Renew Conference—a ministry whose start was 
influenced by the 2020 Vision. 

From this point forward, the vision is 
rolled into the general operating 
funds. It is, from this point forward, 
just who we are. 
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Paying off the debt 
 
Immediately after commitment Sunday, North Boulevard began 
accelerated the payments on the building debt. It didn’t take long, 
and many of you will remember watching the number drop month 
after month in the Lifelines as the payments continued.  
 
Finally, on Sunday morning, June 14, 2015, North Boulevard 
members took a copy of a page from our mortgage up on the 
stage and burned it once and for all. In 2012, when we first 
announced the vision, we were scheduled to pay on the debt for 
at least another ten years—more if the fifth-Sunday contributions 
dropped below $75k. Instead, through your resources, God paid 
off the debt in little more than two years! 
 

Six Years of Implementation 
 
After commitment Sunday, Joe Wakham’s (unpaid) job was over, but we kept Renée Sproles on staff to 
become the vision’s co-facilitator, working closely with me. Renée stayed with us until the winter of 
2019, when she resigned her job to return to her previous life. Joe did an amazing job leading in the 
fund raiser—he became our “Six Million Dollar Man.” Renée did a fabulous job helping to make the 2020 

Vision come true. The expenses of the fund-raiser and Renée’s 
ongoing salary were both part of the 2020 Vision expenditures. 
 
So how have our strategies worked? 
 

The Launch of the New Day Television Program 
 
One of the very first things we did in implementing the vision was 
the renovation of the current (East) auditorium in order to 
accommodate the television program and to make the auditorium 
ready to broadcast the sermons out to future campuses. It is 
important that you know that the East auditorium was overdue a 
renovation—the carpet was worn, the paint dirty, and the old 
sound system failing. We had been scheduled to renovate the 
auditorium for several years but didn’t have the available funds. 
We used some of the first funds from the 2020 Vision for this 
renovation—since the television program would be filmed in the 

auditorium. Using funds from the 2020 Vision, we replaced the old sound system, redesigned the stage, 
repainted and re-carpeted the entire auditorium, and purchased necessary video equipment. The 
renovation alone cost nearly half a million dollars, but it was necessary. We also created a production 
room out of an old office and purchased video and computer equipment—and not just for the television 
program. We needed the video equipment in order to broadcast our sermons out to the campuses we 
would eventually establish. And we wanted the ability to put our services on the internet for the whole 
world. These purchases gave us all of that and more. 

The TV equipment purchased with the 2020 
money allows us to broadcast all over the 
world. Here is a service being watched online by 
our oldest member, 104-year-old Mildred 
Roberts, who is largely home bound. We are 
moving the program all online, where Mildred 
and the whole world can continue to watch it. 

In early 2015 North Boulevard paid off $2.5M in debt 
from the 2020 funds. Debt free! 
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To broadcast the television program, we negotiated a contract with WNAB for $50,000 per year, which 
included a limited number of commercials. The market covers about 60 counties in the Middle 
Tennessee and Southern Kentucky area. We hired a part time producer, Paul Skidmore, who eventually 
became full-time director of both the TV program and of all graphics, productions. and marketing for 
NB. Through the years, we have hired several assistants to help Paul. The television contract has since 

been reduced to $25K per year (dropping commercials). Paul 
resigned to return to film making in 2018, and now that we’ve had 
lots of experience, we only need a part-time producer, William 
Cavatio, who splits his full time job between the television 
program and other computer, database, and production needs. 
The cost of the church-wide new directory and database (called 
CCB), which was requested by our deacon team, and William’s 
salary are part of the 2020 Vision expenses. Many of you are 
volunteers for the TV program—operating cameras, sound 
equipment, and performing many of the tasks necessary to 
produce a television program and to broadcast our services. 
 
We launched the TV program in the fall of 2013 and have been on 
air ever since. Until recently WNAB estimated that we have 
approximately 2,500 homes who view the program regularly. 
Anecdotal evidence in the form of feedback indicates that the 

program has been seen by many people in Middle Tennessee as well as by many of our own members 
who are shut-in or traveling. And since the program is also online, it has been viewed thousands of times 
all over the world—in as many as 75 nations. To broaden the viewership, in 2017 we began putting our 
East Campus service on Facebook and Vimeo—adding as many as 1,500 viewers per week to our 
services—sometimes even more. 
 
So, what’s the future of the New Day TV program? Direct TV has dropped WNAB, so our market has 
declined by about 40%. And even though the cost of television broadcast is relatively cheap, we have 
decided to move the program entirely online and discontinue broadcasting on television. The program 
“worked”—if by “working” we mean that it got our message out to hundreds of other churches. But it 
seems to the leadership that the television broadcast 
component of the program has run its course, hence, the 
decision to move it entirely online. This will result in a savings 
of $25k beginning in 2020, which we believe can be better 
spent on direct missions at this point. Keep this in your 
prayers as the program continues online. 
 

Making Disciple-Making the Main Thing 
 
The Bible uses the word “Christian” three times. It never uses 
the term “church member,” although it does say that we are 
members of one another. But more than 250 times, a version 
of the word “disciple” appears in Scripture. We are to make 
disciples. That’s what Jesus did, and that’s what He 
commanded us to do. A church member is someone who 

For several years, NB rented a house for the School 
of Discipleship. The house was used daily, and 
several students lived there. Here is a team of 
volunteers led by Joey Sidley renovating the house 
before it opened. 

The New Day TV program watched by a small 
church in South England on their iPad. The New 
Day program is often this church’s sermon. 
They will continue to use the program online. 
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attends your church and sits in your pews. But a disciple is someone who is constantly learning to 
become like Jesus. Disciples are always growing, always being changed, always maturing, and always 
seeking to make other disciples. Church members can be made with programs, but disciples are made 
through relationships. Disciples cannot be mass produced. They are only made when we commit to 
helping one another become mature in the faith.  

 
But making disciple-making the main thing is a challenge. North Americans 
are very consumeristic, so North American churches instinctively ask the 
question, “What’s in it for me?” This is the opposite question of what 
authentic disciples ask. North Boulevard is having to relearn that following 
Jesus is not just being a member of a religious non-profit, but that it 
actually involves, as King Jesus says, “denying yourself, taking up a cross 
daily, and following Him”—wherever He leads. And we need to be 
reminded that, unless we make disciples, we are not like Jesus—because 
Jesus made disciples.  
 
So what have we done in order to become a disciple-making church?  
 
We have talked endlessly about disciple-making and discipleship. We have 
preached on it, had classes on it, conducted conferences on it, gone to 
workshops about it, hired consultants and speakers to train us in disciple-
making, developed tools for disciple-making, and woven the language of 

disciple-making into the fabric of the church. But I believe we still have a way to go. 
 
Early on we hired Bobby Harrington, executive director of Discipleship.org, to train us. Bobby invested 
eighteen months in training both the staff and the elders in disciple-making. Where few of us knew how 
to make disciples in 2012 (excepting those who had been trained by Mike Stroud and Timothy Network), 
many of us came to understand its meaning after Bobby’s 
intense investment. Bobby was paid out of the 2020 funds. 
 
Additionally, the staff members have attended numerous 
conferences and training events in order to change how we 
do ministry from program-based to discipleship-based 
ministry. Hiring Bobby and receiving extensive training 
accounts for some of the costs associated with the disciple-
making component of our vision.  
 
Beginning in 2014, we launched scores and scores of 
discipleship groups. Early on, we encouraged our small 
groups to transition to discipleship groups, but I (dmy) 
pushed this one too hard for some of our groups, making the mistake of (mis)communicating that we 
did not appreciate what small groups were already doing at NB. I apologized publicly for this, and still 
think that my approach of pushing rather than inviting small groups to become d-groups was too 
aggressive. It was one of my biggest mistakes in implementing the vision. 
 

NB Women launched the Journey 
Women's Ministry, training women to 
make disciples. Cindy Patton speaks at 
their annual conference, Cultivate. 

Borrowing from Final Command Ministries, NB 
developed the DBS bookmark. People all over the 
world now use NB's DBS bookmarks. 
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We slowed down, and instead of pushing you, we began to invite you to make disciples naturally—in 
whatever venue works for you. The discipleship groups 
continued to flourish, and our current estimate is that 
somewhere near 500 NB members are actively involved 
in discipleship groups. Many of these groups use 
Discovery Bible Study (DBS) as a tool for both reaching 
lost people and for training the saved. DBS is a fantastic 
tool for training people to follow the Scriptures to 
become like Jesus.  
 
In many of these groups, disciple-making is working 
well. People are becoming like Jesus. And many of you 
see yourselves as disciple-makers, even if you are not in 
a group. This is a significant win for the Kingdom, for 
unless each member thinks of him/herself as a disciple-maker, the church cannot ever become a 
disciple-making church. It only happens to the congregation when it happens individually to the 

members. There is a gradual culture change occurring at North 
Boulevard where disciple-making is the main thing. 
 
All the staff are now involved in disciple-making, and one 
cannot be hired as a minister at NB without being committed 
to disciple-making. Also, before a man can be appointed as an 
elder at NB, he must be trained to make disciples. All of our 
elders are also disciple-makers. 
 
In 2016 we hired Thad McKellar to oversee disciple-making at 
NB. Thad had been an effective disciple-maker in his own life, 
so it made sense to have him train and equip the rest of us. 
After two years of good work, Thad resigned to take another 

job. We did not replace Thad for a year and a half. Several months ago, 
however, we hired Joe Roberts to take his place. Joe coordinates 
discipleship groups, small groups, and much, much more at NB. He can help 
you become a world-class disciple-maker, if you will join his work. 
 
To train disciple-makers, in 2014 we launched our School of Discipleship. 
Using 2020 funds, we rented a house off Bradyville Pike and built a program 
that met every day except for Saturday. Some students became full-time, 
but many others attended a day or two per week. We have had more than 
150 people go through the school, and early on we used 2020 funds to give 
a couple of scholarships to several people to join us full time, including Ken 
Carlson and Kate Jeong. Both Ken and Kate uniquely helped NB become a 
more prayerful church (and both brought others to Jesus as well). Kate 
stayed with us for four months; Ken stayed nearly three years. My own son 
was brought back to Jesus through the work of our television producer, 
Paul, and through Ken.  
 

A group of NB members discipling one another in 2016 
at the Discipleship House. 

When ordinary people make disciples of ordinary 
people, God is pleased. Here two women from the 
East campus join one from SLV in discipling a fourth 
from SLV. 

NB has become a leader among 
churches that want to make 
disciple-making the main thing. 
Our approach has been shared 
with hundreds of churches. 
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In the last six months, we have put the School of 
Discipleship on hold. Joe Roberts will eventually 
resurrect the school, after he gets his feet on the 
ground at NB. For many of the 150+ people who went 
through the school of discipleship, it was a sweet, 

sweet experience—indeed, at least three marriages came out of that school! 
 
Our women got in on the disciple-making mission, launching The Journey—a Wednesday night women’s 
ministry that now features regular disciple-making and an annual conference that drew more than 300 
people last year. From the Journey has also 
sprung a team of NB women who are now 
traveling around the nation presenting material 
on how our unique personalities fit into our 
disciple-making mission.  
 
So how are we doing in the area of disciple-
making? It is my opinion that you the 
congregation have crossed the threshold and 
that a large number of you believe in making 
disciples. Most of us, however, myself included, 
still have a way to go. Jesus wants us to be part 
of a disciple-making movement where every single person lives fully as a disciple and, in turn, makes 
disciples of others. This is an area where we still need significant prayer, growth, and commitment. If 
you haven’t made a commitment to making disciple-making the main thing, this is your invitation. 
 

The Establishment of the School of Christian Thought 
 
The tide in North America is now against thinking like a Christian. To capture every thought and give it to 
Jesus takes deliberate training and intentionality unlike what many of us grew up with. We must be 
deliberate in thinking like Christians. 
 
And so, in 2014 using 2020 funds, we launched our School of Christian Thought, which included three 

different forms of training. 
 
First, we began a series of guest lectures, bringing in speakers from 
around the nation to train us to think Christianly about all sorts of 
things—from culture to entertainment, from suffering to 
forgiveness, from persecution to church-planting, and a whole lot in 
between. Here is a partial list of speakers we’ve had since 2014: 
Marvin Olasky, Lee Strobel, Andre Seu-Peterson, K.P. Yohannan, 
Ming Wang, Ron Henderson, Rachel Cruze, Annie Lobert, R. R. Reno, 
Sam Allberry, Stephen Kendrick, Trevin Wax, Tommy Bowden, 
Melissa Oden, Corey Trimble, Maryam Rostampour and Marziyeh 
Amirizadeh, Kim Phuc, and Larry and Deb Walkemeyer. Each of these 
speakers has brought distinct Christian views on important Christian 
concerns. We have never charged for these events, but marketing 

Stephen Kendrick, producer of the movie 
War Room, speaks about a Christian view 
of entertainment in 2017. 

NB's Discipleship Tutorial provides excellent Christian worldview 
teaching plus training in disciple-making. 

There is a gradual culture change 
occurring at North Boulevard where 
disciple-making is the main thing. 
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them, paying the speakers, and hosting the events has cost a significant amount from the 2020 budget. 
 
Second, we launched our own seminary, the Hope International University-North Boulevard Seminary 
(also known as the SALT program). We hired Michael Strickland part time to help with this endeavor 
(and gave him other assignments, too). Somewhere around 70 people went through the program before 
it got so small that it no longer made sense to maintain it. Many did, however, benefit richly from the 
graduate level, university-accredited Bible courses we offered, including many of our own staff 

members. One of our members, Russell Rigsby, even graduated 
with an accredited Master’s Degree in Religion from our 
seminary. Currently, a few still take online courses from the 
program, but we closed the official seminary due to a lack of 
interest. Michael’s role and salary were reduced, though he is 
still part time at NB as a teaching and associate minister (paid 
out of the 2020 funds). If enough of you express an interest, we 
are ready to relaunch the seminary. 
 
Third, in 2016 we launched our Discipleship Tutorial. For those 
of you who aren’t familiar with tutorials, they are elementary 
and secondary school programs designed especially for home-
schoolers, though open to all. Our tutorial has about 150 
students who meet all day Tuesday to train in various academic 
disciplines from a Christian point of view. Matthew Bullington 

leads the school, which, after some initial start-up costs, is now largely self-supporting, though it meets 
at NB and works under NB’s banner. The school is strong and growing every year, and it seeks to make 
disciples of its students as it teaches a variety of disciplines. The Discipleship Tutorial has a reputation 
for being one of the best in the area. For more information about the School, contact the office. 
 
So, what’s the future of the School of Christian Thought?   
 
We plan to continue the guest speaker series, which 
we believe has been a success. It has been well 
received by you, and it has introduced us to many 
great thinkers who can help us navigate hard times 
as Christians in America. We have no plans to change 
the guest speaker series, although we are always 
looking for ways to keep the cost down. 
 
We also plan to continue the Discipleship Tutorial, 
which is growing and which helps us make disciple-
making a part of the weekly rhythms of numerous 
young people, many of whom are not members at 
North Boulevard. 
 
We would be willing to resurrect the seminary, should enough people show an interest in it. 
 
Otherwise, we will continue to offer training on how to think like Christians in a post-Christian world. It’s 
no longer a “vision” item. Now, it’s just who we are. 
 

Michael Strickland teaches the first SALT class--launching our 
own accredited seminary in 2015. 

Kim Phuc is the "Napalm Girl" in the 1972 Pulitzer 
Prize photo. She found salvation in Jesus. When she 
visited NB in 2018, she adopted Jim Bryant, a 
Vietnam War Veteran, as her American father. 
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Developing a Multi-ethnic Church 
 
Reaching every nation with the Gospel starts in our own back yard. And so from the beginning of the 
2020 Vision, we have wanted to guide NB towards becoming a multi-ethnic church. Some of our work 
was already done for us—we’ve had a Hispanic ministry for twenty years, and volunteers have hosted a 
fantastic Chinese ministry for years. But the leadership of NB has known that we must do more. There 
are years of racial injustice behind us in the culture, and a predominantly white church has a special 
calling to say and do the right thing racially—to bind up the wounds, to make things right, and to 
welcome every ethnicity into the Kingdom of God. So, we are committed to making NB a multi-ethnic 
church where all nations, tribes, peoples and languages are welcome. 
 
Early on, we went to training seminars on how to build a multi-
ethnic church. We learned the importance of communicating in 
the heart-language of the people we want to reach, so we 
altered some of the style of our gatherings to make them more 
open to other people-groups. For three years, we have 
translated every sermon into both Spanish and Mandarin 
Chinese. Headsets were purchased from the 2020 funds and 
are available at our Sunday gatherings at East campus where 
live translations of the sermon can be heard by our guests. The 
translators are part-time—some are volunteers, though we 
have paid some translators modest amounts from the 2020 
funds amounts as well.  
 
In 2017 we decided to accelerate our drive towards multi-
ethnicity by hiring a multi-ethnic coach, Sam Hall, who is a professional diversity trainer and who is a 
strong Christian in a church of Christ in Jacksonville, Florida. Sam coached NB for more than a year, 
taking various leaders on retreats, giving us weekly phone coaching, and even speaking at NB on the 
subject of building a multi-ethnic church. Sam graduated 
as our coach when, in early 2018, he led a panel 
discussion at NB on race matters. In response to our 
work in building a multi-ethnic church, the Mayor of 

Murfreesboro asked me to 
serve with other leaders of 
mega-churches in the city 
on an ad hoc committee for 
community race relations. 
When white supremacists announced they were coming to Murfreesboro, 
many of us—including many at NB—rose up to announce that their 
message is not welcome in Murfreesboro. The event was cancelled. 
 
Through these efforts we have developed a greater sensitivity towards the 
various races in our community. We have participated in outreach events 
to the Arab community—announcing that Jesus wants to be king for 
Muslims as well. We have developed a close partnership with the Highway 
231 church of Christ—a predominantly African-American church. This 
relationship has taught us a lot and has richly blessed both NB and 231. 

NB has a full Latino ministry and a full 
Chinese ministry. Every Sunday service is 
translated live into Spanish and Mandarin. 
But we also have special multi-ethnic events, 
such as this one in 2019. 

World renowned eye surgeon and 
survivor of the Chinese Cultural 
Revolution, Ming Wang speaks 
about Christian evidences at the SCT, 
2015. 

Reaching every nation with the 
Gospel starts in our own back yard. 
And so from the beginning of the 
2020 Vision, we have wanted to 
guide NB towards becoming a multi-
ethnic church. 
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We have had speakers who are white, African American, Indian, Persian, Jewish, Chinese, and African. 
Several of our campuses frequently have mixed languages spoken in the actual service. 
 
So, how are we doing at building a multi-ethnic church? 
 
Here’s my opinion. I believe that we are making good 
efforts in this area, but that we have a very long way to 
go. It is one thing to work towards multi-ethnicity, but it 
has turned out to be a very difficult thing to create an 
environment where the different races really feel at 
home. We clearly need more leaders who are of various 
ethnicities, and we need more investment in this area. I 
believe that I personally have not done enough, and I 
believe that we need to strive harder to achieve this 
goal. If people desire to belong to churches who are the 
same race as they are, I’m okay with that. But if I haven’t 
communicated adequately that we want all races at NB, 
well, I’m not okay with that. Pray for me and for NB that 
we can ramp up our efforts to make sure that every person in Rutherford county—regardless of race or 
ethnicity, knows they’re welcome at NB. Let’s look like the Acts 2 church—a church that apparently had 
more than 15 nationalities among its members (Acts 2:8-11).  
 

Launch a Church Planting Movement 
 
The church is an essential part of God’s plan to save the world. As Jesus says “I will build my church, and 
the gates of Hades will not overcome it” (Matt. 16:18-19). The church is nothing short of the pillar and 
the ground of God’s truth (1 Tim. 3:15). Though North Americans tend to be individualistic, you cannot 
be a full follower of Jesus without committing to a local church. This makes churches indispensable.  
 
But many North American churches are in deep trouble because of such things as declining attendance, 

a lack of commitment among its members, shoddy theology, 
and the absence of Christ’s mission. And around the world 
there are entire people-groups who have no churches. North 
Boulevard wants to respond to this need by planting healthy 
churches where the Scriptures are taught and obeyed, where 
love and grace prevail, and where the mission of making 
disciples is fulfilled. 
 
The normal way for churches to develop is through making 
disciples who then gather together to form a church. But in 
North America, 75% of the people already think they are 
disciples—though many of them don’t really understand what 

this means. For this reason, at least in North America, we often need to plant healthy churches first, and 
then call people into these churches where they can be formed into disciples. We call this “church 
planting”—where we launch a healthy church, then invite the world to come and be formed into a 
disciple of Jesus. 
 

West Campus dedicates 19 acres on the West side 
of Rutherford County in 2018. Most of the $1.6M 
cost of the land was paid by a handful of generous 
donors. 

Sam Hall coached NB for more than a year in how to 
build a multi-ethnic church. 
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North Boulevard announced in 2013 that we are 
committed to planting 60,000 churches. The number just 
popped up one day—as a challenge that would force us to 
think very differently about our mission as the people of 
God.  
 
When we announced our church planting vision, none of 
the leaders had ever led a church plant. With such a 
massive vision and such little experience, we’ve had to 
learn a lot about church planting over the last seven years. 
And we’ve learned that planting a church takes an 
enormous amount of energy and time, and there are no 
guarantees of success, although God always blesses us for 
trying. Planting churches in North America is hard work, 
and North Americans are somewhat resistant to the work. 
 
So, where are we? 
 
We have started three new campuses. Initially we envisioned planting independent churches in 
Rutherford County and then moving outward from here. But early on we learned that starting campuses 
is much easier than planting independent churches. In fact, planting campuses has given us the 
opportunity to practice planting independent churches. And so, we have planted three new campuses, 
rather than three new independent congregations. NB West, NB Smyrna-LaVergne, and MT316 were all 

launched from the 2020 Vision. But you should not think 
of these as independent churches. Instead, right now NB 
East, West, Smyrna-LaVergne, and MT316 are all just one 
church. We only have one eldership over all the 
campuses. We only have one checkbook and one budget. 
We share staff and resources. We are one church with 
multiple campuses. And we do not have plans to 
separate from each other, although should the Holy 
Spirit lead us that way, we would not resist.  
 
Planting the three new campuses has been very 
expensive, as you would have guessed. Equipment costs 
for staging, lighting, and sound, expenses for chairs, 

tables, trailers, children’s spaces and the like have run into the hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
Renting and leasing space is much cheaper than building buildings, but still rent costs thousands of 
dollars. Salaries for leaders at each campus have run hundreds of thousands of dollars over the last six 
years. But these are all necessary for our campuses. Right now, we have two full-time ministers at each 
satellite campus (David Hunzicker and Russell Rigsby at West, Milton Stanley and Justin Sims at SLV, and 
Ben Beavers and Daniel Alavi at MT316). We also have part-time support staff for several campuses, 
including children ministry leaders and worship leaders. All are paid out of the 2020 Vision money. 
We’ve also had numerous interns and apprentices at the campuses—something we’ve done to train and 
to vet future church planters. 
 

The Launch of our campus church, MT316, in 2017. 
Working with RFC, MT316 is averaging 75 students per 
week. 

The first day at NB Smyrna-LaVergne's new building, 
2019. 
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It is worth noting that, even though all our resources are shared in a 
common pool, eventually most of the campuses will give enough to 
pay their own costs. The West campus has given more than it spends 
ever since it was two months old—nearly $2,000 per week more. SLV 
will eventually grow to the point that its contributions cancel out its 
expenses, but it is not there yet. The exception is our college campus, 
which, because it reaches students, will probably never be able to take 
in as much as it costs. But our goal with these campuses was never to 
raise funds. It has always been to reach lost souls. That’s why the 
investment is worth it. 
 
In addition, you 
should know that we 
have also sought to 
plant independent 
churches. Early on in 
the vision we planted 

six house churches, investing modest amounts of money and considerable amounts of time and energy 
into each of these. To be honest, we weren’t sure that Americans would respond to house churches, but 
we were committed to trying. At one point, we had a house church in East Tennessee, Nashville, and a 
couple in Murfreesboro. None of these churches has survived, as members of each church eventually 
wanted to join larger churches (including NB). We haven’t given up on the idea of house churches, but 
we have put the idea on hold. 
 
We have also planted a church in Orlando, targeting that city’s thousands of college students. In June of 
2018 we sent Andy and Roslyn Miller and a team of volunteers to that city, with a four-year salary 
commitment for Andy. There we are trying a method of church planting frequently called “missional 
communities.” You can read about the church and what they’re doing on their website at 

https://reclaimedchurch.org. Andy’s salary for the 
Reclaimed Church in Orlando is also paid out of the 
2020 budget. 
 
We are currently formulating plans for two future 
church plants in America (not campuses, but 
independent churches). To help pay for this, every 
campus except for East sets aside 10% of their 
contributions for church planting, and soon we will 
have the resources to plant even more than two 
churches—perhaps as many as four in the near future. 
 
And in a very exciting turn of events, when we 

announced our intentions to become a church-planting-church, we attracted other church-planting 
groups, including those that support Shodankeh Johnson. We have already begun sponsoring 
missionaries in these Disciple Making Movements of West Africa. We honestly have reason to believe 
that, over the next thirty years, we will plant tens of thousands of churches through this partnership. We 
shall indeed, God willing, plant 60,000 churches. 
 

In 2018 NB sent Andy and Roslyn Miller 
and a team of volunteers to launch the 
Reclaimed Church in Orlando, supported 
from 2020 funds. 

The Burnt Hickory Church of Bartow, outside Atlanta, was 
conceived and planted with coaching from North Boulevard. 

We are very optimistic about church 
planting, fully committed to 
continuing it, and fully committed to 
planting 60,000 churches. 
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In addition to all this, North Boulevard has become an inspiration and coach to nearly a dozen other 
church plants—including the Sequoyah Campus Church in Eugene, Oregon, planted by my own son, his 
wife, Makenzie, and Kirk Golliher (NB doesn’t support them with our finances, but many of you have 
given generously to them, and they were trained at NB). We 
have trained and coached other church plants from Atlanta 
to Nashville to Chattanooga to West Tennessee and more. 
Indeed, you should know that North Boulevard is now 
recognized by many organizations and other churches as a 
leader in the infant church planting movement growing in 
America. One day there will be thousands of new churches 
inspired by NB, but not directly started by NB. All because 
you gave towards a church planting movement. 
 
So, what’s in our future regarding church planting?  
 
We are very much committed to the vision of planting 
churches. We have learned a lot about this strategy over the 

last seven years—both good and bad. On the “needs growth” side of 
our journey, we have learned that most of our staff requires more 
training and skill than any of us imagined. I personally was not prepared 
for church planting, and several of our staff members were sent into the 
field not fully prepared. And so we have had to be patient with 
ourselves as we “learn by doing.” Also, when we launched the first 
campus, many of you volunteered to commit a year or so of your life 
helping to get it off the ground. With each campus launch, we have 
done less to involve you in the process, and we have learned that, 
without you, the campuses do not accomplish as much as we want. We 
have learned that it takes all of us to launch a growing campus.  
 
On the “doing well” side of our journey, we have learned that when we 
step out in faith to announce to God and others that we are fully 
committed to a big and audacious plan to reach the world, God will 
bring many others to join us, support us, and lift up our hands. Most of 
you would be surprised to hear how many people contact NB for 
coaching in church planting—we get requests from all over, pretty much 
every week. Even as late as four weeks ago, a couple from Cambodia 
(not even members of a church of Christ) offered funds if NB would help 
them plant a church in Phnom Penh—as far from NB as you can get. 
And you would be surprised to learn that Murfreesboro, Tennessee, is 
evolving into a known headquarters for those who want to make 

disciple-making and church planting their mission. Organizations are moving their meetings to 
Murfreesboro, and even one Disciple-Making Movement leader from Israel has moved to Murfreesboro 
in part because of NB. 
 
We have also learned that church planting is a very effective means of helping people grow, of making 
disciples, of doing evangelism, and for developing congregational leaders. Hundreds of you have made 
sacrifices of your time and talents to launch our campuses and church plants. Hundreds of you have 
become more evangelistic—we’ve knocked on tens of thousands of doors, had numerous large events 

MT316 members gather at MTSU to pray near the 
Student Center. 

Camille Beckwith leading children's 
ministry at West Campus. We did not 
realize how many good leaders NB has 
until we went multi-site and opened up 
leadership positions. 
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(such as the Christmas Experience, the Easter Egg drops, conferences, and the like). Many of you have 
become leaders at the campuses—pulling trailers, endlessly setting up and taking down equipment, 
leading small groups, and much, much more. I personally want to say that I have been so very proud to 

belong to a church where so many people rose to the 
occasion to make this vision work. It’s been inspiring 
and humbling to watch. 
 
We are very optimistic about church planting, fully 
committed to continuing it, and fully committed to 
planting 60,000 churches. We are all in on this one, and 
so we covet your involvement and hearts, as well as 
your prayers. We invite you to drop what you’re doing 
when the next church plant/campus launch occurs and 
join in the thrilling work. Let’s ask God to use us to 
change the world! 
 

Start a Widow’s Ministry to Pray for North Boulevard 
 
When we were laying out the vision in 2012, we knew that, if the vision were to be accomplished, it 
would only happen because God did it. And so we wanted an entire group of people praying for the 
vision. We thought that our widows would make a great group for this mission. The Apostle Paul even 
indicates in 1 Timothy 5:5 that widows can hold a special office of prayer for the church. We would 
“adopt” our widows and ask them to give themselves to this office of prayer. This was our stated 
strategy. 
 

Over the course of several meetings in early 2013, we 
met with every widow willing and able to discuss this 
with us. All of those present indicated that they were 
willing to pray, but none felt the need to be “adopted” by 
NB. Several recommended that we alter this vision and 
simply invite every member to become intensely 
involved in prayer. 
 
And so we did. The strategy changed from “establishing a 
widow’s ministry for prayer” to inviting all of North 
Boulevard to become a “house of prayer.” Sharon 
Thornhill took the lead, bringing together both widows 
and others in a regular time of prayer. They’ve sent out 
hundreds of encouraging cards, and they’ve been quietly 
praying behind the scenes for years. 
 

And our prayer efforts have grown larger even than 
this. In addition to Sharon’s group that meets weekly 
to pray, we have hosted numerous prayer events, 
including several 40-day prayer events at the building. 
A special group was formed that prays for our own lost 
(adult) children. The teens began having a prayer 

Shodankeh Johnson, leader of a massive Disciple-Making 
Movement in Africa, leads NB in prayer. North Boulevard 
has begun partnering with Shodankeh. 

Multiple campuses give us multiple ways of reaching 
people. A West Campus baptism from 2018 brings down the 
house. 

Unless we first become a prayer 
movement, we will never become a 
disciple-making movement. 
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group meet during True North to pray for the needs of our teens. The children’s ministry established a 
“War Room” where prayers are offered weekly for our children. Once per month, members of NB meet 
in downtown Murfreesboro to pray for the city, the state, and the world. We have had lectures, 
workshops, retreats, and coaches teach us about prayer. Several members of NB, such as Curry Peacock, 
Linda Goodwyn, Julie Young, Don Berryhill, Tim Haddock, Ken Carlson, Kate Jeong, and others, have 
served as mighty prayer warriors at NB, constantly inviting the church to become a place of prayer. 
Many of the staff members pray and fast regularly, and any success NB has had has come through such 
prayer and fasting. 
 
For a couple of years, every Wednesday night we had a house of prayer at the East Campus building. It 
was well attended at first, but eventually the numbers dropped to only a few dozen, so we reduced the 
number of “prayer house” meetings from weekly to monthly. We continue this in the auditorium to this 
day on every 3rd Wednesday night. We have a prayer coordinator for NB (my own wife, Julie). And you 

should see the elders’ meetings at NB. They have radically 
changed over the last two or three years. Instead of spending 
enormous amounts of time in administrative details, our 
elders now spend hours in prayer. It’s humbling to see them 
pray every Wednesday night for the life of the church. They 
regularly have people visit for prayer and anointing. They take 
prayer requests home with them. They are setting a very good 
example for the rest of us to follow.  
 
In all, the prayer strategy of the 2020 Vision has not been 
expensive, but it has entailed some costs for training, 
speakers, and coaching. 
 
So, how are we doing at prayer? 

 
Let me be very honest here. I believe that most NB members pray regularly and openly to God. But I do 
not believe that we have become the praying church that God has called us to become. I personally have 
not become the man of prayer that God wants me to be. I am trapped in the same rhythm that entraps 
many other Americans—I want action more than I want 
prayer. Like many of you, I am a busy man, and I often let 
my busy-ness crowd out my prayers. Further, I still often 
make plans and then ask God to bless my plans, rather 
than praying with an open heart and waiting for God to 
reveal His plans for me. And, to continue this moment of 
honesty, let’s admit that many NB members are fine 
praying alone, but many of us still struggle to pray 
together as a congregation. I am not sure that, on the 
congregational level, we believe prayer is the foundation 
of all we do.  
 
But our greatest miracles have always come after intense 
prayer. 
 
So, let me say this. Unless we first become a prayer movement, we will never become a disciple-making 
movement. Without prayer, we will continue to lose our own children. We will continue to have half-

Members of a discipleship group pray over each 
other in 2015. 

Having heard of NB’s vision, Yong Hoon Lee, senior 
minister of the world's largest church (the Yoido Full Gospel 
Church of Seoul, with a membership of 800,000 people) 
invited NB to join the Korean ambassador and several U.S. 
and Korean congressmen and women in Washington DC 
for a time of prayer for U.S. and Korean relations. 
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healthy marriages. We will fail to see the miracles God wants 
to perform. And we will miss the millions of people waiting for 
the Gospel. So, I will end this section by merely saying that we 
must recommit ourselves to becoming a house of prayer. 
Nothing will take the place of the power of God, and God 
doesn’t open the door unless we first ask in prayer. Step out in 
prayer and fasting. Let’s step out further in prayer. 
 

The 2020 Vision Legacy 
 
The whole point of the 2020 Vision was to submit ourselves to 
the world-wide thing our God is doing. The vision was a huge 
request to God that He would use us to become part of a 

world-wide revival that seeks to make disciples of every single 
human before Christ returns. The six strategies are only important 
if they accomplish this God-sized vision.  
 
I have given an overview of the strategies we implemented, but 
you should know that there have been a thousand ramifications 
of the vision that we never saw coming.  
 
In this section of this document I want to describe some of these 
to you. In every case, please know that I am indeed bragging—but 
not on the elders, the staff, the congregation, or myself. I am 
bragging on what our God did when we opened ourselves to His 
will, stepped out in faith, made sacrifices, and looked to the 
entire world. This next section is thrilling to me because it 
confirms that God will do far more than we ask or imagine if we 
take a giant leap of faith.  
 
Here are some legacy items, in no particular order. 
 

God has been changing the culture of North Boulevard 
 
Gradually God is changing the culture of North Boulevard from a large, comfortable congregation 

focused on church membership to a large mission-minded 
church focused on reaching the whole world for Jesus. The 
language of discipleship and church planting were once foreign 
to NB, but not anymore. Now people regularly speak of making 
disciples, and hundreds of you are committed to the mission. 
Any given day one can find NB members at coffee shops, in 
restaurants, and in homes investing in other people’s lives for 
the purpose of helping them become full disciples of Jesus. Go 
to Bojangles on Tuesday night and see Skid disciple a group of 
young men, or visit NB on Tuesday morning and watch Amy 
disciple young moms, or watch ordinary people such as Angelo 

NB's culture has inspired several to go plant 
churches. The Sequoyah Campus Church in Eugene, 
Oregon was inspired and trained by NB. 

In 2019 North Boulevard trained leaders from nearly 
a dozen Canadian Churches in disciple-making at the 
Waterloo Church outside of Toronto. 

North Boulevard New Day Conference 
Northeast, 2019 at Ohio Valley Christian 
University. The entire program was turned over 
to NB. 
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Rodriguez donate thousands of dollars from his birthday money to the congregation, or talk to teen-
aged Isaac Harrison—who is in four discipleship groups—about his first baptism from a couple of 
months ago, or listen to the story of a young Laotian living in Murfreesboro who is discipling his friends. 

Watch as interns at NB actively learn the principles of 
disciple-making and church planting—both men and 
women. Listen to the stories of members knocking on 
literally thousands of doors just to offer an invitation to 
NB or one of its events. Or hear the story of Gabe and 
Beth who were contacted by Russell Rigsby while Beth 
was sitting in the public library: seven have been 
baptized from this “coincidental” contact made at the 
Smyrna-LaVergne campus by Russell and then Milton 
Stanley. 
 

We continue to be a loving community where we grow up together, but God is gradually changing us so 
that we also actively invite the world to join the Kingdom in advance of the return of our awesome King. 
 
In fact, the mission of NB has attracted numerous new 
members. One family recently moved here from Ohio just to 
be members at NB. Another family, Ray and Carol Holland, sold 
their house in beautiful Long Beach, California, left a 
prestigious career, and moved to Murfreesboro just to become 
members as NB. The Hollands came here five years ago, and 
because of his rich experience in leadership and management, 
we have made Ray our executive minister. And get this: Ray 
has never taken a single dollar in salary for the full-time job he 
does. Another family is currently finalizing plans to move to 
Murfreesboro from out West just to join NB. And the Dove-
Award winning, Grammy nominated founder of Big Tent 
Revival and Sonic Flood and his spouse, special counsel to the 
President on Religious Freedom, joined us here at NB (and we’re a cappella!) One of the world-wide 
founders of Disciple-Making Movements, who is the author of the books Miraculous Movements and 
The Kingdom Unleashed, placed his membership at North Boulevard after we announced our vision.  
 

God has brought more than 600 local people to Himself through the vision 
 

Since the launch of the 2020 Vision in 2013, North Boulevard has had 
more than 600 baptisms among our campuses (not including 
missions and World Bible School baptisms). Many of these have been 
our own teens and children, but a large number of people have also 
been adults who did not know Jesus before. Indeed, one of the best 
indicators that God is making us into a disciple-making church is how 
many baptisms ordinary members now do. When you do the 
discipling, we encourage you to do the baptizing. Six hundred 
precious souls in six years! 
 

Mayor Shane McFarland opens NB's race 
relations conference in prayer. 2018. 

We continue to be a loving 
community where we grow up 
together, but God is gradually 
changing us so that we also actively 
invite the world to join the Kingdom 
in advance of the return of our 
awesome King. 

NB has influenced Lipscomb University, Harding 
University, Ohio Valley University, and other 
institutions. At the 2019 Harding Lectureship, NB's 
work was featured. NB’s King Jesus material will be 
the theme of the Lipscomb 2020 Lectureship. 
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God connected NB to other vision-minded people, and appointed us a leader for 
many of them 
 
Once NB had launched our 2020 Vision, we began to discover that there are others—many others—who 
have similar interests as ours. There are conferences, leaders and authors, churches, and entire 

movements that share our passion for reaching the whole world. 
And North Boulevard has not only become a friend and partner 
with many of these people, we are becoming a leader—
something I did not envision at the outset of the vision.  
 
Allow me to list some of the amazing doors God has opened for 
us that we never saw coming. In each case, God has simply 
offered us an opportunity. And we just said “yes.”  
 
Simply announcing that God has something bigger for His church 
awakened the interest of many other churches. We don’t have a 
total count, but by now North Boulevard has connected to 
literally hundreds of churches who are interested in what we’re 
doing. Some of these churches have asked us to coach them. 
Others have sent delegates to NB to learn from us. One church 
has even begun to use 

our logo (it’s fun to see our logo on an unrelated church’s 
building!). Many churches have used our sermons and 
recorded lessons. Several churches have literally transcribed 
entire NB sermon series—one did this word-for-word—to 
teach people to follow Jesus. We launched our New Day 
Conference, designed to train and motivate other churches to 
become disciple-making, church-planting churches. Hundreds 
and hundreds of church leaders come to NB every year for this 
conference. 
 
In 2016 we published the book New Day: Recovering the 

Revolutionary 
Mission of Christ’s 
Church. Copies of 
this book have been circulated all over the country—more 
than 8,000 copies so far, and the number is still climbing. We 
give away single copies of the book (paid for with 2020 
funds), and sell multiple copies at approximate cost. Some 
have bought entire boxes of the book and circulated them 
among their leaders, used them for sermons and Bible 
classes, and sought to implement their principles. One such 
leader, a basketball coach who is a missionary in a Baptist 
church, has repeatedly circulated copies of the book as he 
leads a large group of university students at multiple 
universities to make disciples of all nations. 
 

In 2017 Bobby Harrington, Bret Andrews and I 
(along with several supporters) founded 
Renew, a network dedicated to the same 
beliefs and vision as North Boulevard, but 
reaching even more denominations and many 
people groups. 

Our Living Color Ministry travels the country 
speaking on discipleship related themes. Here 
Debbie Mankin teaches a group in West Virginia in 
the spring of 2019. 

NB's vision is attracting people from all over the 
world, as people seek partnerships with like-minded 
congregations. Joy (name changed for security 
reasons) traveled all the way from Asia to attend 
NB’s New Day Conference. 
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We have been invited to participate in numerous training sessions, conferences, interviews, and one-on-
one coaching relationships. Last summer, Harding University used material from NB as a centerpiece for 
their annual Bible lectureship. Next year, Lipscomb University is building their annual lecture around 
NB’s work. In 2019 Ohio Valley University gave NB their entire lectureship, and they’re asking us to lead 
it again in 2020. Our women disciple makers are now traveling the country teaching how one’s unique 
personality shapes his or her disciple-making skills. Various leaders at NB have spoken at such inter-
denominational events as Discipleship.org (with 2,000 in 
attendance), Exponential (with more than 5,000 in attendance), 
and a variety of other events. 
 
We’ve been interviewed over and over again in newspapers, 
television, and radio programs. The Christian Chronicle has 
featured North Boulevard multiple times. On radio, we’ve been 
featured on Houston’s Sunday Night Live, Richmond’s The Schilling 
Show, Bill Martinez’s coast to coast radio program, Birmingham’s 
Igniting a Nation broadcast, Dallas’s The Word, the national Key 
Life with Steve Brown program, Detroit’s Bob Dutko Show, 
Washington State’s Debbie Chavez program, the 120 market Janet 
Mefferd Today program, Columbus Ohio’s Bob Burney Program, 
and more. Moody Radio’s Dawn in the Morning has asked us to 
speak for an hour once a month (at no cost!) on Moody’s 700 
market-radio program. A large church planting organization asked NB to consider serving its lead church. 
Eric Metaxas’s national radio and television program hosted NB for an hour-long interview.  
 
We have also produced material that is used around the nation. In partnership with Renew, we’ve 
published books on baptism, gender, and progressive Christianity. Zondervan Publishers has contracted 
to publish a book entitled King Jesus and the Beauty of Obedience-Based Discipleship (due out in mid-

2020). Our discipleship handbook has been circulated 
around the nation, and countless churches use our 
bookmarks—with Wineskins Magazine even citing North 
Boulevard as a primary resource for using Discovery Bible 
Study. 
 
In late 2017 the ministers of two Christian churches—Bobby 
Harrington (of Harpeth Christian Church), Bret Andrews (of 
New Life in Washington, D.C.), and I founded Renew with 
the help and support of others. Renew takes the heartbeat 
of North Boulevard’s 2020 Vision and is using it to invite 
people from all churches to adopt rock-solid biblical 
theology for the purpose of making disciples. Though NB has 
not financially supported Renew, several of our members 
joined together to donate virtually every penny necessary to 

launch this movement. At Renew’s second annual gathering last November more than 500 leaders 
showed up to participate in this thrilling, expanded version of North Boulevard’s vision. 
 
And every single week—almost every single day—another church or ministry contacts North Boulevard 
to ask for coaching, training, or resources. Even as I write this paragraph, I am coaching the leaders of 

North Boulevard’s vision champions biblical faith. 
Our position landed a spot on the Eric Metaxas 
program—a national television and radio 
program. Metaxas featured an hour on the book 
A Grand Illusion: How Progressive Christianity 
Undermines Biblical Faith. 

Grace Point Church in Savannah, Tennessee. NB 
inspired and helped coach the planting of this new 
church. 
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several of the world’s largest churches of Christ as well as leaders from non-churches of Christ in the 
vision. Indeed, the NB staff is actually spread thin trying to respond to all the requests we now get. 
 
God has moved North Boulevard onto something of 
a world stage now for disciple-making and church 
planting. I didn’t see this coming, but it is one of the 
most humbling results of our vision. Imagine this: 
God is using NB and small Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee, to shape the world for His Kingdom! But 
isn’t this what we asked for? 
 

Going Forward 
 
So, where do we go from here?  
 
Well, only God knows what He has in store for us, but we are making plans to expand. We want to 
strengthen our commitment to making disciple-making the 
main things. We want to plant thousands more churches, 
and we are turning much of our focus to the Global South 
(Africa, the Middle East, India, and Asia) for church 
planting because this is the area where people are most 
receptive. We intend to continue to learn how to think like 
Christians. We are 100% committed to building a multi-
ethnic church where every single person in our sphere of 
influence is welcomed—regardless of ethnicity. And we 
will not settle for anything less than becoming a full-
fledged house of prayer. We will continue to use media to 
influence the world: books, publications, interviews, and 
the internet—even if we have decided to stop 
broadcasting on network television.  
 
As I said above, the strategies of the 2020 Vision will live 
on until Jesus returns: now no longer as a separate vision, 

but as a culture. We have spent the money from the 2020 
Vision and are now rolling its costs into the general 
operating budget. You have graduated from the actual 
2020 Vision. Now, the vision is just who we are. 
 
So we continue to invite you to join us in the grand journey 
to which God has called us. You gave a huge amount of 
money, but we are asking you to continue to make the 
mission of Jesus your personal mission. No church can be a 
disciple-making church unless its members are disciple-
making members. No church planting movement can 
happen where people aren’t passionate about seeing the 
whole world given a Jesus option. We cannot be multi-
ethnic unless you invite other ethnicities deeply into your 

Estimates of churches to be planted (9,806) and people 
to be baptized (154,976) in just one year (2020) by one 
of the Disciple-Making Movements with whom the Lord 
has paired us. With this track record, NB will see more 
than 60,000 churches planted in less than 50 years. 

The New Day book, published in 2016, has been circulated 
among thousands of people all over the country. We give 
away single copies—paid from 2020 funds. Multiple 
orders cost $10.00 each. Some churches have ordered 
entire boxes of the book to train their people in restoring 
the revolutionary nature of the church. 

And every single week—almost every 
single day—another church or 
ministry contacts North Boulevard to 
ask for coaching, training, or 
resources. 
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lives. We will not think like Christians if you aren’t willing to turn your back against secular values and 
personally take captive every thought and submit it to the Lordship of Jesus. And nothing of 
consequence can happen unless we become a house of prayer. 
 
So we close out the 2020 Vision by challenging you to ask the same question we challenged you to ask 
way back in 2013 when we were raising funds. It is the driving question. It is the right question. And it is 
the only question that matters.  
 
“Lord, what are you calling me to do?” 
 
David Young 
December 8, 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

North Boulevard, November 3, 2019: many campuses, one church. 
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2020 Vision Financial Overview 
12/1/2019 

 
REVENUES ACTUAL 
 
Total pledged for the 2020 Vision2 $6,115,000 
Total given from pledges for the 2020 Vision $4,565,114 
 
Total amount from fifth Sundays used towards the 2020 Vision3 $1,528,513 
Total used from our cash reserves towards the 2020 Vision4 $    266,371 
 
COSTS 
 
2020 fund-raising and general vision costs (2012-present) $   556,803        
  

Printing of booklets and other material, postage, advertising, 
video production, recruitment meeting costs, one full-time 
position of vision facilitator for 6 years, office redesign and 
equipment for increased staff and ministry 

 
Paying off the mortgage (paid off in May of 2015) $2,513,065  
   
New Day TV Program and East Auditorium Renovation (2013-present) $1,502,097   
 

East Auditorium renovation: new sound system, repainting and 
re-carpeting, stage redesign. New Day Program: additional 
sound, video, and computer equipment, construction of 
production room, actual air-time on WNAB, advertising, one full-
time producer salary, part-time support staff 
 

Make NB a disciple-making church $   468,704  
    

Staff training, materials and printing, renovation and rent for 
Discipleship House, scholarships for three School of Discipleship 
students, Hosting New Day Conferences (4 times), printing and 
advertising for the New Day Book (approximately 8,000 copies), 
18 months of discipleship coaching (Bobby Harrington), one full-
time discipleship apprentice (for 2.5 years), interns 
 

Creating a multi-ethnic church $    19,042  
     

Staff training and conferences, hiring a coach for 12 months, 
events. 

 
Conducting the School of Christian Thought $   363,187 

Guest speaker fees, printing and advertising for various events, 
actual event costs, part time staffing for NB/SALT Seminary, 
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various program and equipment costs and occasional support 
staffing for Seminary 

 
Planting churches and campuses $  934,040  
     

Stage, sound, and video equipment plus trailers, chairs, 
children’s ministry equipment for each new campus, building 
rental for two additional buildings, promotion costs, large 
events such as the Easter and Christmas experiences, weekly 
outreach events such as cook-outs, coaching from Passion for 
Planting, salaries for two ministers at each new campus, salaries 
for Reclaimed church in Orlando, part time salaries for support 
staff at each campus (worship, children’s, youth, etc.), 
apprentices and interns 

 
 
Prayer ministry (formerly Widow’s Ministry) $      3,060 
 

Events, training, supplies for prayer ministry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
 

1Tim Woodroof and Stan Granberg, “Churches of Christ,: Losing our Hope, Seeking our Future,” 
www.kairoschurchplanting.org/cocstudy2019.html  

2This number represents our best estimate on the pledges. Some pledges were merely oral, and did not 
materialize. Some were not given to us as hard numbers but were mere estimates. For example, one pledge was 
“10% of whatever I earn in my new business.” We could not know this number, so we estimated what we thought 
was reasonable.  

3Beginning in the spring of 2013 we dedicated every fifth-Sunday contribution to the campaign. At first we 
used the fifth Sundays towards the mortgage. After the mortgage was paid off in 2015, we used the fifth Sundays 
to support the other initiatives of the vision.   

4The 2020 funds, including those given on fifth Sundays since March of 2013, ran out in July of 2018. Since 
that time, we have used our cash reserves plus the fifth Sundays after July 2018 to continue paying for the vision 
items.  
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Afterword from the North Boulevard Elders 
 
November 27, 2019 
 
North Boulevard is a church which is being changed by God. As your shepherds, we are first-hand 
witnesses of how God is leading us all to become “transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, 
which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” He has called us to His mission. As his people and as a 
church we are growing and moving. Just as Moses reminded Israel of how God was leading, shaping, and 
forming them, we too, pause to reflect on how God is delivering us. 
 
Churches are in a tough spot. Our culture is influencing American Christians with its unrestrained 
selfishness which effects our marriages, our cross-cultural relations, and our allegiances. We need 
deliverance. We need churches that will love God; churches that will honor God’s Word as Truth; 
Churches that will love people – especially those that struggle. We want to become that kind of church. 
So we pray for God to show us His way.    
  
When we re-dedicated ourselves to the Lord’s mission of making disciples, we came to realize that we 
were truly starting over. The Lord used David Young and Mike Stroud to remind us of our mission. Our 
purpose is to make disciples of Jesus. If we do all else, but neglect this, we will have failed. Thanks to 
God who led us to mentors, partners, and tools to help us as we learn to make disciples. The elders, 
deacons, and staff are aligned by the mission to make disciples. We will change tactics and adapt to 
circumstances, but the mission of going to all the world to make disciples remains our purpose and we 
are committed to it. 
 
We pray more than we did. We pray in our building and in our small groups and in discipleship groups. 
Leadership meetings are prayer-filled. We are still growing in prayer. New habits take time to form, but 
we are developing the habits of fasting and praying without ceasing. It is not surprising that many of our 
strongest prayer warriors are our sisters. The last seven years have been times of great spiritual warfare 
at NB. Sickness, disease, divorce, neglect, and unrighteousness. Gossip and verbal assaults. Yet we 
believe that the Spirit of the Lord is strong here, and prayer arms us for our struggle. 
 
We are growing into a multi-ethnic family with one culture – the Kingdom Culture. We are learning to 
worship together and encourage each other as we lay ethnic differences and historical baggage at the 
foot of the cross. We are more united with our Spanish and Mandarin speaking members. A recent 
partnership with African Christians is teaching us so much about the powerful working of God’s Spirit as 
we step out in faith. We still have so much to learn. We have seen amazing acts of God. Former enemies 
sitting together, praying together, being discipled together. Healings. Humbling acts of sacrifice and 
generosity, often led by younger members.  
 
As we reflect on our 2020 Vision, we realize that God has formed us into one church, an army, but we 
have not yet completed our mission. God bless us all as we continue to grow in obedience and holiness 
and in helping others become disciples.   
 
The North Boulevard Elders 
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